
Aerial Surveys in Oregon 
and Washington

How surveys are conducted and access to the data



Aerial Survey Primer
ÅThe survey is a cooperativeeffort between the Oregon Department 
of Forestry, US Forest Service, and the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources.

ÅSurvey flights are flown on a 4-mile grid over all forested areas in 
Oregon and Washington. (Except the Juniper type) 

ÅObservers look out 2 miles on both sides of the plane

ÅThe aircraft usually flys at 1500 to 2000 feet above the ground (AGL)

ÅAt a speed of 100 to 120 mph

ÅThis allows each observer to survey 4 square miles/minute



What are we doing up there?
ÅThe purpose of the survey is to provide a snapshot 
in time of current forest disturbances.

ÅSurveys are timed to catch most disturbances 
when they are most visible.

ÅSurveyors are trained to identify many different 
types of disturbances (mortality, defoliation, 
declines and abiotic damage), and use this training 
to map the agent and intensity of what they see.

ÅObservations are mapped using a tablet computer 
with  a scrolling map base 



Where
The surveys are flown over all forested 
lands in OR and WA, except the Juniper 
type.

These are the flight lines from the 2015 
surveys.


